The N3

“The children of the land scatter like birds eseaping a burning sky...”

Migration is as old as humanity but the goals of migration are as varied as the people undertaking long, and often hazardous, journeys to new lands.
This travel-sized edition of The Niles was written and edited by a group of The Niles correspondents from Sudan and South Sudan at a newsroom
workshop in Nairobi. The journalists’ 50-question checklist for would-be migrants forms the backbone of this seventh print edition. Answers span
personal stories and recollections, creating an uncompromising snapshot of the mixed motivations for leaving, spanning conflict, lack of freedom,
or hopes for a rosier future elsewhere.

As suggested by the quote from Abyeli, tragedy is often the flip side of the coin when “the children of the land scatter”. A sense of loss unites many
of the journalists’ stories, revealing how home remains at our core, however far we go.

Should I stay Thevaried faces Feeling far from home: What does home mean
orshouldIgo? of migration Al-Ghurba toyou?
2 4 11 16

;"
| g > =
e

g.;ﬁ.: ¢ Y, «:'_.-c-

4. -
-~ - 4 l_: =




2 The Niles

I moved to South
Sudan in 2012. I
was born and raised
in Khartoum, so
when the war started
in South Sudan

in 2013, [ moved
back to Sudan.

Mary Samuel
Juba, South Sudan

I was born in
Northern State, but
I belong in Khartoum
with my family and
long-time friends.
[ have had many
opportunities to work
elsewhere but I don't
take them.

Hassan Faroug
Khartoum, Sudan

I remain in South
Sudan because I am
part of the land. If
I ever leave, I would
certainly return.

Samir Bol
Juba, South Sudan

I left Juba when
the war broke out.
Now my home is
Kampala because it
is affordable for me.

Esther Muwombi
Kampala, Uganda

My family’s roots
are in North Sudan.
My family moved
from North Sudan to
Omdurman in 19o1.
Omdurman is my
home and contains
my entire life.

Rishan Oshi
Omdurman, Sudan

Port Sudan
is where my family
is. So I choose to
stay there.

Abdalhady Alhag
Port Sudan, Sudan

I was born in
El-Obeid in North
Kordofan. I moved
several times between
Khartoum and El-
Obeid due to work.
Now I only visit my
extended family
during the holidays.
It is hard to bear but
I have to make this
sacrifice to realise
my dream.

Maha Eltelb
Khartoum, Sudan

I'd rather stay in
my native Darfur, a
region that is rich in
all natural resources.
I did not want to leave
it. I want to help solve
Darfur’s problems.

Abdelrahman Ibrahim
Nyala, Sudan

The cost of living
was too high for me
in both Kampala and
Nairobi. But in Yambio
I do not have to spend
a lot, since I can use
my ancestral land
freely to grow crops.

Joseph Nashion
Yambio, South Sudan

I left Morobo,
and moved to Juba
for work.

Male Daniel
Juba, South Sudan

I would be
losing my small
and extended homes.
Without them every-
thing is devoid of
soul, and meaning.

Ahmed Saeed
Khartoum, Sudan

I stay in Abyei
because I want to
learn more about the
culture I missed when
I fled home in 1997.

Nancy Alek Kuol
Abyei

I left South
Sudan because of
death threats from
the security organs
of South Sudan.

Ochan Hannington
Kampala, Uganda

I left Khartoum
after the 2005
Comprehensive
Peace Agreement
was signed. I cannot
live far away from
my family, [ have
lived with them my
entire life.

Nadia Asholi
Juba, South Sudan




In spite of
the insecurity and
harsh treatment
in Juba, there are
greater employment
opportunities.
Munuki (Juba) is
near my work and
where I have friends.

Martha Agama
Juba, South Sudan

My entire
family is in Khartoum.
My strong bond to
them means I can
hardly move to
another place.

Eshraga Abbas
Khartoum, Sudan

[ stay in Sudan
to support the values
of justice, equality
and democracy.
I remain in Sudan
where I have my full
dignity. My country
is a warm embrace no

matter how weighed
down it is by the evil
and oppression of its
governments.

Fatima Gazali
Khartoum, Sudan

I plan to stay
where I live now, near
the White Nile. Here
I have a private life,
without disturbance
from others.

Nosa Sidahmed
Khartoum, Sudan

I choose to stay
in Juba because I
was born there. I left
during the war. I went
back because there
is peace.

A

Simon Waakhe
Juba, South Sudan

I went to Khar-
toum because of the
lack of freedom in my
hometown, Merowe
in Sudan. Despite the
fact that Sudan’s
National Intelligence
and Security Services
usually pursue me,
Khartoum is what
I call home.

Aisha Alsmani
Khartoum, Sudan

I will stay where
I am. There are
challenges here and
there but not enough
to make me migrate
to Europe or America.
As long as my life is
not under threat,
I choose to stay.

I socialise more
easily with people in
Ariakriak village than
any other place in the
world but I could not
stay because of the
on-going conflict. I
hope to return when
the fighting is over.

Charlton Doki Abraham Agoth
Juba, South Sudan Aweil, South Sudan
I left home I have friends and

because of the
nature of my work
as an international
journalist.

Akim Mugisa
Juba, South Sudan

I am from the
Northern State, Algolid
town. I moved to
Khartoum with my
family and went to
school there. I still
have strong ties to
Algolid, where I visit
my extended family,
especially when there
is a wedding.

SamiaIbrahim
Khartoum, Sudan

family in Khartoum,

I grew up there. I am
very comfortable there
as everything is familiar,
I have many good old
memories of streets
and places that’s why
I choose to stay there.

Mohamed Hilali
Khartoum, Sudan

In Juba, at any
given time, bullets
can fly all over the
skies, but I cannot
leave because I prefer
to remain with my
family members.

Estella Turukoyo
Juba, South Sudan

I stay in Khar-
toum. It's where
I was born and have
spent joyful times,
from childhood
until now.

Hadia Elyas
Khartoum, Sudan

Khartoum is
where my journalistic
work is but [ am
originally from
Darfur, western
Sudan. The nature
of journalism compels
me to stay in Khar-
toum, the centre
of the country: There

are no newspapers
in Darfur.

AdamMohammed
Ahmed
Khartoum, Sudan

I don’t always stay
in one place because
of safety. When there
is conflict in Kuajok
I always go to Gogrial
where I feel safer.

Malek Deng
Kuajok, South Sudan
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I have got a family
as well as children
in Khartoum so
I can’t leave.

Osman Shinger
Khartoum, Sudan

I was in my home
town, in Malakal, but
because of conflict
I moved to Juba
where I am safer.

Francis Michael
Juba, South Sudan

I have long
resisted migrating,
but lately I feel
I have no option
but to consider
leaving my country.

Hassan Berkia
Khartoum, Sudan
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2/
Why do youwant

togo?

“I had to run”

By Esther Muwombi

Hannington Ochan, freelance journalist and
filmmaker, fled his home in South Sudan’s Yei
after receiving death threats by officials who
were irked by his investigative reporting.

&6 hortly before leaving I received a call
from one of my tormentors. In the

afternoon a friend had warned me that there

was a bloody plan to finish me off. Then,

I had a phone call from a security officer

and I decided I had to run.

I knew they would follow me on the direct
route to the Ugandan border so instead I
decided to travel across the Democratic Republic
of Congo and find another route to Uganda.

My article about alleged corruption in the
South Sudan Methodist Church was the cause
for the death threats. One of my sources,
quoted in the article, accused the local head
of the Methodist Church of mismanaging
funds and diverting cash for his personal use.

I still believe that the religious leader was
among those who hired would-be assailants
to kill me. Now, I am in Uganda and I don’t
expect to return home anytime soon. Kampala
is a struggle. It is costly to rent a house and
cover bills for water, power and food.

I miss my home, where I had my own
house, garden and family nearby. But I do
not miss fearing for my life, constantly
avoiding risk and, for example, not standing
by the window of my home at night in case
someone is watching. I want to return home —
but not until the threats have stopped.”

3/
What convinced
youto migrate?

4/

Whatdoes
migration mean
toyou?

The varied

faces of
migration

By Hassan Faroug

The urge to migrate is part of human nature,
but settling into a new home is easier said
than done.

ncreasing numbers of people are
migrating, uprooting themselves for
a myriad of reasons, sometimes they are
forced to go, sometimes it is their free choice.

War forces huge numbers of people to
relocate, either seeking safety, or moving for
economic or ideological reasons. But what
happens to people in their new home?

While some settle down and raise children
in their new location, others get lost, either
living tragic marginal lives or dying unremem-
bered en route.

There are some people who do not want
to be integrated into their new community,
living in a state of constant anxiety and inner
conflict, caught in between staying and
returning.

Whether people uproot to flee war, find a
job or study, migrants’ lives are always tinged
with nostalgia, often not for the reality of their
homeland but for a rose-tinted image of it.
Needless to say, this image is shattered if they
do return home as it falls short of their
memories.

Despite individual successes and accom-
plishments abroad, this sense of sadness and
nostalgia casts a shadow over most migrant
stories, however different they may seem.

Hannington Ochan

A woman commuting
betv Sudanand Chad.

during a film producti
in Yei.
Photo: Dominik Lehnert

Photo: Mohamed Hilali
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How do you
feel about going
away?

6/
Areyouleaving
under duress -
orisityourfree
choice?

7/

Have youtried
to make things
work at home?

Back to
the roots

By Nancy Alek Kuol

Nancy Alek Kuol fled her native Abyei as a child
but always hoped to return. As a young adult she
finally came back, only to discover a scarred
landscape which hardly matched her memories.

£6]  fled South Sudan’s extended war as
child, moving with my aunt to Uganda

in 1997. It was more than 15 years later that

I finally returned to my native Abyei to see if

the reality of ‘home’ lived up to my memories.

In April 2014, I was ready to set off, happy
that I was going to meet my people at long last.
In my mind I pictured the contented people
of Abyei, enjoying life in their beautiful towns
and lively markets. After years studying in
Uganda I was confident I could contribute
to my community, but as I had left at an early
age, I needed to learn more about my people.

I loaded my bags in the car and we set off
on a trip that took us two days because roads
were flooded and slippery due to the rainy
season. But during the journey my high hopes

A cattle herderin Abyei.
Photo: Nancy Alek Kuol
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were gradually replaced by fear. We drove past
destroyed tukuls (local huts) and there were
no cars and very few people. I asked the driver
why Abyei’s houses and tukuls were razed

to the ground and he answered that it was,

of course, because of recurring fights between
Dinka Ngok and Misseriya herdsmen.

Abyei, an area rich in oil and contested
by Sudan and South Sudan, is governed
largely by the United Nations Interim Security
Force for Abyei (UNISFA). I got a job working
as a peacekeeper and I found myself constantly
in awe of people’s perseverance and strength.

At first I thought that returnees’ struggles
would end once they arrived at their homeland
but, in reality, life is gruelling for new arrivals
in Abyei. They face extreme violence and suffer
trauma. I saw thousands of people crossing
muddy rivers, travelling in bumpy trucks through
shelling. They were struggling to get back to
Abyei from Aneit, a village where locals run
to when Misseriya nomadic tribes clash with
inhabitants, sparking many deaths and looting
on both sides.

Their struggle fills me with sadness. People
in Abyei return to a ravaged land which needs
to develop from scratch. People are desperate
for shelter, food, education and medical centres.
[ wish I had the power to do more for them,

I will keep trying, but at least I am home and
have found peace.”
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Mary Samuel during
The Niles workshop
in Nairobi.

Photo: Hadia Elyas

“Where next?”

By Mary Samuel

Mary Samuel grew up in Khartoum, but has
since been torn between Sudan and South Sudan.

hen South Sudan became independent

in 2011, my homeland was split into
two and my family wanted to leave for Juba,
the capital of the new state.

Back then, I was a journalism trainee
reporting on the South Sudan referendum
for Ajrass Al-Hurriya newspaper. Colleagues
in the south advised me to join them in Juba
where [ had jobs offers.

I felt hesitant because I heard that life
in Juba was very difficult, so I stayed behind
in Sudan when my family moved to Juba.

I remained alone in the north but followed
them to Juba early 2013, despite my reserva-
tions about the hardships. I was trying to
settle into my new environment when the
war started in December 2013, forcing
everyone to leave again.

I went back to Khartoum, but found it
changed. Many of my friends had left and
others were preparing to leave. I decided it
was time for me to take the next step. For now,
[ am in the United States as an Atlas Corps
fellow. Although this gives me stability for the
moment, I am unsure about the future. Where
next? Sudan or South Sudan?

Samir Bol during

The Niles workshop

in Nairobi.

Photo: Dominik Lehnert

Aiming for
Australia

By Samia lbrahim

In 2005, the young journalist Samir Bol packed
his bags and moved from Sudan to Egypt,
which he intended as a transit stop en route

to Australia. As it turned out, his experience
fell far short of his expectations.

Why did you decide to leave?

I was a journalist in Khartoum but
I couldn’t fulfil my ambitions so I left Sudan,
seeking to study and earn more. I dreamt
of studying medicine, but I lacked the money
to realise my dream.

I migrated to Egypt in December 20053,
travelling by train from Khartoum to Wadi
Halfa then taking a boat down the Nile to
Aswan. My big dream was to travel to Australia
where my aunt lives but my visa application
was denied so I couldn’t go.

On my way to Wadi Halfa, I saw many areas
in northern Sudan that reminded me of my
history and geography classes and inspired me
to produce documentaries. As soon as I entered
the Egyptian territories, the difference in colour
and facial characteristics caught my attention. At
the start, I found it difficult to deal with Egyptians
because of ethnic and cultural differences.

How could you afford the trip?

I worked for a newspaper in Khartoum
and my mother gave me some money even
though she was against me travelling because
I was too young.

Why did you decide to go to Egypt in 2005,
with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement?

My ambitions were larger than the
peace agreement. [ was intending to just
pass through Egypt on my way elsewhere.

When your visa application to Australia was
denied, how did you make ends meet in Egypt?
In the first six months, I worked as a
cleaner and in a clothing factory. After that,
I worked as an art and calligraphy teacher
in a refugee school. I also worked as a reporter



for Sudan’s Civilisation magazine and then
I became a reporter for a Nairobi-based radio
station, Sudan Radio Service.

My luck improved when the government of
Southern Sudan decided to open liaison offices
in foreign countries in 2007 and I worked
as a media official in Cairo for two years until
austerity measures in Southern Sudan cost me
my job. I continued working for Sudan Radio
Service until I went back to Juba to celebrate
Independence Day.

TN: Why did you go back?

SB: I still clung to the idea of migrating to
Australia but I returned because of the referen-
dum (on whether South Sudan should become
a separate country). [ wanted to provide my ser-
vices to my home, South Sudan, and witness the
historic moment of raising the new state’s flag.

TN: How do you look back on your decision

to migrate?

SB: I do not regret migrating because I met many
people, experienced new cultures and national-
ities and gained experience. I was introduced
to new ways of thinking and working but I did
not achieve my dreams or benefit financially.

TN: What did you encounter when you returned
home?

SB: South Sudan has hardly any infrastructure
and very few services, but I am happy and glad
that I returned. I am optimistic about South
Sudan’s future despite the current problems.

I believe there is a better future for the people
of South Sudan.

TN: How did your career develop in South Sudan
after you returned?

SB: I started looking for a job in institutions
where I could use my expertise. I recently
established a media and journalism production
company. My success at home is better than
my success abroad.

TN: Did you expect South Sudanese independence?
SB: That was my dream and I worked hard
towards it. In my opinion, however, the reasons
for the separation of South Sudan are still
present in Sudan and South Sudan: Both
countries still suffer from the scourge of war.

TN: Would you migrate again?
SB: No. Instead I dream of peace in my country
and of harmony among the feuding politicians.

13/

Isyourfinal
destination
culturally similar
toyour home?

14/

Will you
realistically

be able to achieve
your goals there?

15/

Willyou be able
tostart afresh,
leaving your life
and possessions

behind?

16/
What madeyou

selectthislocation?

17/

Howmuchdo

you already know
about the place?
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18/

Doyou already
have contacts
there?

19/
How will you
leave?

Worldwide there are an estimated 244 million
migrants, according to a report from the population
division of the United Nations, published last

year. This number has climbed from 173 million
in 2000. Over the past 15 years, the number

of people moving to other countries surged

by 41 percent.

STATISTICAL SNAPSHOT
SUDAN

Source: UNHCR, as of June 2015

Residing in Sudan

Refugees 856,191
Asylum Seekers 117448
Internally Displaced Persons 2,342,979

Originating from Sudan

Refugees 640,919
Asylum Seekers 40,109

STATISTICAL SNAPSHOT
SOUTH SUDAN

Source: UNHCR, as of June 2015

Residing in South Sudan

Refugees 265,887
Asylum Seekers 632
Internally Displaced Persons [I3643,484

Originating from South Sudan

Refugees 744,102
Asylum Seekers 3,885
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20/
What form of
transportwill
you take?

A Collage ofaboat
by some of The Niles
correspondents.



21/
Is this method of
travelling safe?

22/

Did you decide
howto travel
or did someone
decide foryou?

23/
Areyouleaving
alone orwith
friends?

24/
Willyou take
your family?

25/
Areyouprepared
forthe cost of this
trip?

“I go despite
the risks”

By Abdelrahman Ibrahim

Suleiman Alhag fled the volatile war in Darfur

and set his sights on migrating to Europe, a trip

which was both costly and dangerous.

S uleiman Alhag, who hailed from a
conflict-ridden remote village in western

Darfur, only ever viewed Khartoum as a stepping

stone in a longer journey.

He only stayed in Khartoum long enough
to arrange travelling to Europe by sea and
prepare himself for the hardship and potentially
risky journey, which he knew had killed many
Sudanese. “I will not stay in this country,”

Suleiman says. “I have decided to go despite
the risks.”

The Niles 9

Menriding along the
Chad-Sudanborder.
Photo: Mohamed Hilali

Suleiman was among many who dreamed
of reaching Europe and America at any cost,
driven by the danger that haunted everyday life
in Darfur, forcing hundreds of thousands of
people to leave.

Using a tourist visa, he travelled by air to
Turkey, his gateway to enter Europe illegally.
In Turkey, he met a friend who had been living
on the Greek border for several months.

“Many Sudanese live in Turkey and some
have asylum papers and help other Sudanese
migrate to Europe,” says Suleiman. “You are
given an amount of money to continue your
journey, and as soon as you reach your destina-
tion country and get residency papers and
a job, then you have to pay the money back.”

Suleiman, who was in his twenties, found
contacts to assist him on his trip to Greece.

He says he crossed the sea with 15 other
migrants who each paid an extortionate price
for the dangerous eight-hour crossing.

Suleiman spent two years in Athens before
he could move on. “I didn’t have enough
money to travel to Italy, so I had to save more,”

he says. “Of course I had to support my family
back home: most of my money went to them.”

Suleiman found marginal jobs, such as
cleaning restaurants and hotels in areas of
Athens where checks on illegal immigrants
are rare. When he had saved enough, he
resumed his trip, hiding under a truck which
was ferried to Italy by sea. “The trip to Italy
took two full days. Then I had to wait in Italy
for another day, until the ship was unloaded.”

As soon as the truck crossed the border
to France, Suleiman jumped off.

Within eight years, Suleiman managed to
get asylum papers and settle down legally in
Angers, a city in western France, where he now
has a good standard of living. “Europe attracted
me with its values of justice and equality,
its respect for ethnic diversity and tolerance,”
he says. “I do not regret my decision despite
everything I went through during my trip,
including hunger and cold. I miss my village
in western Sudan and I miss my mother and
daughter, but I will not be able to visit them
unless there is peace in Darfur.”

»
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26/

Might your trip
have hidden
costs?

27/
Doyou have
enough money?

28/
Ifyoudon’t, how
canyougetit?

29/
Can anyone help
you if costsspiral?

30/

Willyou be able
to copewith
tough conditions
enroute?

31/
How long will
ittake?

32/

Doyou have
enough supplies?
Medicine?

33/

What willyoudo
ifyou can’t reach
your destination?

34/

Could youput
up with lifein
arefugee camp?

“No one
chooses
to suffer”

By Joseph Nashion

While hundreds of thousands flee across South
Sudan’s international borders, other nationalities
seek refuge in the country, running from a range
of regional conflicts.

detta Mborige and her husband fled to

Makpandu camp in 2012, escaping from
the Central African Republic at the peak of the
killings, attacks and rapes at the hands of the
Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army. Like most
new arrivals at the camp in South Sudan’s
Western Equatoria State, they find life tough,
but have no plans to move on.

“When we started camping here the host

community was very harsh to us so. Back then
we were not free, but as time went on they

Avillagein South
Sudan’s Equatoria
region. Photo: Ochan
Hannington

realised we were not bad people,” says
Mborige. “Nobody chooses to suffer.”

Like thousands of refugees living at the
camp, Mborige and her family rely on food
aid distributed by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and
other aid agencies. To supplement the limited
quantities from the agencies, she grows maize
and cassava on a small plot of land.

From her harvest, she sells seasonal
produce to buy basics for their family and
clothes for her two children who were born
in the camp. Mborige’s husband spends his
days in the bush, chopping down trees that
he later burns to make charcoal to sell.

Western Equatoria State, which borders
with the Democratic Republic of Congo and
the Central African Republic, has long served
as an emergency second home to displaced
people from neighbouring countries.

The Mborige family lives in a settlement
of makeshift houses and they explain that they
cannot move freely, partly due to the conflicts
raging in many parts of South Sudan.

“We are still happy, despite the challenges
here in the camp,” says Mborige, sitting under
a tree next to her two grass thatched houses.
“But I will go home one day.”




Feeling far
from home:
Al-Ghurba

By Osman Shinger

The Arabic word ‘Al-Ghurba’ frequently crops

up in Sudanese traditional songs and poetry,
conveying a feeling of loneliness and a migrant’s
yearning for home.

1-Ghurba’, which roughly translates
as estrangement, litters Sudanese
conversions about migration, conjuring up
a poignant mix of loss and displacement.
Historically Sudanese were deeply attached
to their tribal life, meaning that they found
it hard to imagine living beyond their clan,
ethnic group or extended family. But when
social, economic and political changes rocked
the basic pillars of Sudanese patriarchal
society, attachments shifted and many were
prompted to leave Sudan.
At first Sudanese people moved from
the countryside to the cities, then to Arab,
Asian and European countries, and finally
migrants ventured to the United States,
Canada and Australia.
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Osman Shinger during
The Niles workshopin
Nairobi.

Photo: Hadia Elyas

Small Sudanese communities formed
in these countries. At first, people did not
integrate into their new homes, reflecting
a stereotypical national trait: Sudanese abroad
first seek out fellow Sudanese for protection
and familiarity.

From the perspective of those who stayed
behind, Sudanese born abroad, especially
in European and American countries, lack
roots outside their new home. They have
absorbed the values of their new society and
they do not feel Sudanese. Living in remote
countries for a long time can cause an identity
crisis: These people are neither attached to
their country, nor are they necessarily citizens
of their new location. In some cases this sense
of estrangement has even sparked psychologi-
cal disorders.

And Al-Ghurba has another face, conveying
the alienation that some Sudanese, especially
older generations, feel in their own country
due to rapid social change. Men in their sixties
or seventies frequently complain about people’s
behaviour. “We have become strangers in this
country,” is a common saying in these circles.

Key to Al-Ghurba is a sense of nostalgia.
Nostalgia for the homeland, for the land itself
and for the people we grew up with. This
can trigger a particularly poignant shock when
we return to our country of origin after a long
absence, arriving to a different place than
we remember, where we find that people we
once knew have changed. This is life — and
this is also Al-Ghurba.



12 The Niles

“I'm going
back”

By Malek Deng

Mary Arkangelo, a Sudanese refugee and
mother of six, fled to South Sudan’s Warrap
State, to avoid widespread killing and looting
in her homeland. Now she may be forced to
move again.

ary Arkangelo stands at Kuajock market,
where she cooks and sells tea to try and
help her large family survive.

She is one of almost 250,000 Sudanese
refugees living in South Sudan, but her hopes
for a free and safe life have been dashed by
the persistent fighting which endangers her
and her family.

“Now I don’t want to stay here,” she says.
“My eldest son, who is 17 years old, was
forcefully recruited to the army so he cannot
continue with his education.”

Mary says she will move to Khartoum
as civil wars continue to rage in Southern
Kordofan and her homeland, Blue Nile State.
“I'm going back to Sudan,” she says.

Anold woman witha
toddler, hiding in a cave
inthe Nuba Mountains.
Photo: Marc Hofer



“I wish I could
film my peo-
ple’s stories”

By Ahmed Saeed

Sudanese film maker and activist Mohammed
Elfadil lives in Boston, the United States, where
he creates documentaries from footage he shot
in Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

espite my unrelenting love for Sudan,

I had to leave. I have been arrested more
than once and had my material deleted more
often than I can remember. I feared what could
happen next.

I started out on my own in Sudan, doing
other jobs to support my filmmaking career.

I walked long distances on foot and
travelled extensively by bus and plane into
Darfur, Gadarif and South Kordofan looking
for stories. I have travelled to communities
in the farthest point of Blue Nile State in
southern Sudan and the northern-most point
in Halfa, as well as to the east, the west and
the centre.

My identity is built on my recollections
of the people I met, striking scenery I saw
and the poignant stories of tragedy and joy
I witnessed.

I am grateful for my new home, but long
for the vast plains and valleys of Sudan’s
countryside and the day when I can return
— entering and leaving freely. I wish I could
film my people’s stories and I long to hold
a camera at home.

I left Sudan when it stopped being safe
for me to pursue my career. I could no longer
provide for my family, including my parents
and my little brother who study at the Khar-
toum University. I come from rural Gezira
State where it is my traditional duty to support
my extended family.

Walking around Boston, I relish the fact I
can finally shoot films without being interrupted.
My ambition is to do this back home: I want
my people’s stories to be heard.”

Yearning for
the village

By Rishan Oshi

Mohammad Dafallah, like many Sudanese,
moved from his rural home to the city, lured

by access to healthcare, education and other
basics. Despite his new urban life, he still yearns
to toil in the fields.

s a small boy, Mohammad Dafallah
would toss his school bag into the entrance

of his house in the centre of his small village
and he and his brother would lug shovels
to their family’s land to work the farm.

Dafallah loved farming and harvesting in
his village, Doka, on the Sudanese-Ethiopian
border. His young life was split between school
and farming but as an adult he realised his
search for better opportunities would take
him away from his village to the city.

After studying at Kassala University, not
far from Doka, Dafallah got a job in Al-Qadarif,
some 9o kilometres away from his home.
“The harsh conditions in my village meant
it was tempting to leave for better healthcare,
education and living conditions,” he says.
“It was not an easy decision since I spent my
childhood in Doka — I was used to it and it
was used to me. I was intimate with its streets,
homes, tiny market and shabby school.”

Dafallah’s experience is typical of many
rural Sudanese families who relocate to bigger

Armed civilians
in Darfur.
Photo: Sebastian Prams
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A farmerinKassala
State.
Photo: Hamid Ibrahim

settlements, especially the capital, Khartoum.
Most are prompted to leave because of the
scant government services in villages, which
have been largely left behind in terms of
infrastructure developments during the past
20 years.

Meanwhile, rugged roads and long distances
mean that many villagers have the odds
stacked against them if they need to access
education or healthcare.

In Al-Qadarif, Dafallah rented a downtown
house with his sister and five brothers. They
had to start afresh, creating a new social
network and embarking on a new chapter
in their lives.

But Mohammad, who is now 33, still
misses his village family and his neighbours.
“Doka will always be my love,” he says.

“It fills me with memories of my childhood,
friends and all the good times I spent farming
and harvesting the land. I love my village

and I hope I will return when the situation
improves.”
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Ind d anniver-

sary celebrationsin Juba.
Photo: Davis Mugume

45/

If circumstances
change in your
home country,
would you come

back?

“Only my
corpse shall
be returned
home”

By Esther Muwombi

Micheal Ajak escaped to the Nyumanzi refugee
camp, northern Uganda, in December 2013 after
the civil war broke out in Juba and he doubts

he will ever see his home again.

£67T™ he country is unpredictable. The leaders

change their minds like chameleons.
They managed to go to war soon after the country
had gained independence, so there is no doubt
that they will fight again at any time. I cannot
put my life in the hands of such leaders.

If you return and rebuild your life, you
cannot be sure whether the property you work
hard for will stay intact or if it will be destroyed
in another war.

With the way this country is running its
bloody politics, I guess only my children will
return to South Sudan when they grow up.

As for me, only my corpse shall be returned
to South Sudan.”

46/

Will living
elsewhere change
your opinion
ofyour home?

4%/

Howwill you
deal with home-
sickness /
missing your
loved ones?

A far-flung
friend

By Maha Eltelb

When her friend Hiba Mohamed* fled Sudan

in search of greater journalistic and social
freedoms, Maha Eltelb was left behind, torn
between excitement for her friend — and a deep
sense of loss.

H iba Mohamed and I used to sit in the
shade of a tree next to Omdurman Ahlia

University library in the stressful run-up

to graduating. We’d discuss our dreams, our

despair, and how we could improve life for

ourselves and our families.

Hiba was a young student when she first
contemplated leaving Sudan, although it would
mean leaving her parents and her family, the
emotional bedrock of her life. She spent six
turbulent years dreaming of moving away,
despite the distance it would install between
her and those she loved.

But her urge to leave grew steadily: Hiba,
who worked as a journalist, felt alienated
Dby the provocation and harassment by police
and security officers, who targeted women
in general and female reporters in particular.

Journalists faced growing scrutiny due to
the notorious Public Order Act, a controversial
law which viewed every one as a potential
criminal. Women felt the brunt of the controls,
for example due to Article 151 on scandalous
attire, which enforced a strict dress code.

During one clampdown, Hiba was imprisoned
and flogged for not adhering to the rules. She



Displaced South
Sudanesearriveat
the UN headquarters
inJuba.

Photo: Samir Bol

Maha Eltelband Hadia
Elyas during The Niles
workshop in Nairobi.
Photo: Martha Agama

also faced harassment in her workplace, and
after four years Hiba quit working as a journalist.

Her patience snapped and she confided
in her mother about her plans to leave. Despite
her mothers’ efforts to dissuade her, Hiba’s
mind was made up.

After a long wait, she was invited to Britain
and her short visit convinced her that she
wanted to leave for good. “I am so close of
achieving my dream,” she told me afterwards,
when we met in a Khartoum restaurant.

[ felt joy for my best friend but my tears
flowed fast. Finally, she was on the brink
of fulfilling her aspirations, but I knew that
I would miss her deeply.

And Hiba also felt torn, knowing she
would journey to a country where she would
live like a foreigner. “My real home is my
mother because a home is not a country,”
she told me quietly, also fighting back tears.
“Home is people we love.”

South Sudan’s
exodus — a
disaster in the
making?

By Charlton Doki

(*Pseudonym)
South Sudan'’s warring parties signed a peace
agreement in August 2015, but fighting still
continues, meaning many people are still likely
to uproot themselves out of fear for their lives.

ince violence broke out in late December

2013, killing tens of thousands of people,
many South Sudanese are left deliberating
whether to leave their homes and even their
country. Many of these have fled war during
previous decades, and are reconsidering their
future yet again.

Violence between forces loyal to President
Salva Kiir and those supporting rebel leader
Riek Machar has left around a fifth of the
country’s population either living as Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in other parts of the
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country or as refugees in neighbouring
countries or further afield.

This bodes badly for the young nation, which
is yet to find its feet following its protracted
stints of civil war. Many of those leaving the
country are young people, those who should
shape South Sudan’s future. Violence deprives
South Sudan of the motivated, energetic people
it needs to build up the country, where poor
infrastructure and a lack of services has been
compounded by the devastation of the war.

Unless factors compelling South Sudanese
people to abandon their homes and country
are addressed and people feel confident that
they are safe, hundreds of thousands will
continue to be on the move. To prevent this
disaster-in-the-making, leaders must direct
their energies towards ending violence, the
root cause of citizens’ displacement.

To prevent future violent conflict, South
Sudan’s leaders need to embark on a long
overdue task: To build a nation where all
citizens feel they belong to their home country
first, over and above their allegiance to their
respective tribes.

After peace, the government needs to focus
on providing basic services, like health and
education. Only this can permanently discourage
citizens from flocking to refugee camps or
crossing borders into neighbouring countries,
Europe or America, reluctant to leave but
driven by desperation.
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Home is where I feel there
is togetherness — sharing,
brotherhood.

Estella Turukoyo

It is a space of land, which
no matter how bad it all gets, will
forever be part of me. Home is
everything to me.

Samir Bol

Where the roots of my family
are is home. Juba is my home
because that is where my great-
great grand parents come from.
Nadia Asholi

Yambio is home. I was born
here, grew up here, and have
freedom to use family resources
without restrictions.

Joseph Nashion

Home is my family as well
as the customs which we inherited
from our ancestors, the traditions
that cement the extended family
system. Home means sitting with
all the family members to have
a hearty meal of Aseeda (typical
dish of cassava or corn).
Abdelrahman Ibrahim

For me if you mention South
Sudan, you mention home. Home
in this world is South Sudan.
Simon Waakhe

Home is a place where [ am
with my parents, and where I find
happiness and safety.

Francis Michael

Friends and family make a
home. If I have these groups of
people by my side, I have home.
Mohamed Hilali

Home is where there is
family. Family is where there
is peace.

Abdalhady Alhag

Ariakriak village is my home.
There are my family’s cows and
farms, our sources of income.
Abraham Agoth

Home is a place where [ have
ancestral land, where my great-
great grand parents were buried.
I might leave my home, but it is
still my home. As we say, ‘East-
West home is best’.

Akim Mugisa

Home for me is where I feel

comfort. My relatives, especially
my parents, make my image

of home complete.

Mary Samuel

The ideal home for me is a

virtual place: a spacious wooden
home, surrounded by green plains
under a towering mountain.
Osman Shinger

The old map of Sudan is
what represents home for me.
In my memory and thought, that
is Sudan, and that is home.
Rishan Oshi

Home is where I am not
treated as a stranger, where [ have
a bed and enough food to eat.
Martha Agama



¢¢ Khartoum is where I belong.
All my family is there. I always
feel home and safe.

Hadia Elyas

¢¢ Kuajok is home because
I live there.
Malek Deng

€6 Home is a place where

[ can rest and live harmoniously
without fear.

Esther Muwombi

€6 Home is where I am taken
care of, where I get food, accom-
modation and other basic items
at a low cost.

Daniel Male

¢ Farming, palm trees, and
the Nile as well as the tunes of
the tambour (a string musical
instrument) and singing represent
home for me.
Aisha Alsmani

€6 All the places where I've had
my memories are home for me.
Omdurman city and where I went
to college. But my family is my
ultimate home.

SamiaIbrahim

66 Home is where I have peace
of mind. Abyei is home because
my family is there. I was born there.
Nancy Alek

66 Home is where I feel comfort-
able, where I feel loved, valued
and accepted.

Charlton Doki

¢¢ For me home is more a place
where I feel safe from my fears
of getting killed.

Ochan Hannington

€6

It is where I feel serenity and

stability. Sudan as a whole is home

to me.
Adam Mohamed Ahmed

=

66 Since I was young I have
always thought home is by the
river side.

Nosa Sidahmed
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66 Khartoum is fun in full abun-
dance. It is home, it is my life.
Hassan Faroug

66 Home is family around a fire
on a cold night, waiting for Aseeda
to warm our bellies. Home is the
Mardom dance, and rain drops
kissing the sand in Kordofan. Home
is a good friend.

Fatima Gazali

€6 Listening to Nubian music,
with flute and tambour, makes
me feel at home, as if I'm in
Kadugli in the Nuba Mountains.
Eshraga Abbas

€6 My mother is home.
Maha Eltelb

€6 Home is belonging, land,
culture, the past and the future.
Home is the Nile and the palm
trees.

Hassan Berkia

€6

My parents, their smiles
and frowns, and their uncondi-
tional championing, deserved
or otherwise... Without a second
thought they are my home.
Ahmed Saeed

Images of what home
meanstosome ofthe
Niles correspondents.
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